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 WCF Weekly News                           Friday, February 26, 2021 

Walk Before Me           Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise   

    Rending of the hearts, or what we have come to see as giving something up for Lent, has 

become somewhat anemic these days. Abraham gives an example of a true rending, a true 

sacrifice. It makes our no chocolate or coffee for a few weeks seem kind of meager. Yet, a 

sign is a sign. It is about our willingness and our patience.      

Get their names! That’s a well-known evangelism technique; or it could be argued that 
it is a hospitality technique. Get their names; find out who they are as people. We like to 
be known by name. Take the time to share a name in worship today. Your name and 
the name of the one you are talking to. Declare that this is judgment free on forgetting 
names day. Give your name when you speak and ask the name of the one to whom you 
speak.               
Why? Well, our text is about naming, in part. God seems to care about names. In the 
conversation with Abram, God renames him, and then God renames Sarai too. She is a 
part of the covenant, not just added baggage. Knowing names is knowing the people, at 
least in part. It says you care about them.              
At the same time, we go beyond our names and take on a new identity in Christ when 
we enter into covenantal relationship with God. Or perhaps it would be better said that 
we become more fully ourselves when we walk before God with our whole selves. God 
doesn’t ask us to set aside who we are but enables us to use the gifts within us to serve 
the kin-dom and the community of faith.              
So, this might be a day of examining our names; both the one we were given at birth 
and the one we claimed at our baptism. Of course, in our tradition, we don’t rename 
those who come before us for baptism, whether children or adults. But we do take on 

the name disciple, the name of follower. We take Christ’s name as our name – 
Christian.                
The deeper question, of course, is how do we walk before God in the name we have 
been given? How do we represent that for which we live and breathe and have our 
being? Testimony is a powerful way for us to hear and experience this walking before 
God life. Who in the congregation has a story to tell about commitment, about covenant, 
about grasping hands with another follower to help and be helped on the journey. These 
could be stories of success, or, perhaps more meaningfully, stories of failure and 
accepting the grace to start again. We’re not so much looking for heroes as for real 
human beings with bruised knees and humility. The biblical take on heroes is different 
from popular culture. Let’s be real with one another.          

More importantly, let’s be real with God. Walk before me, says our God, and be 
blameless. 



 

 

2 

 

Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Director of Preaching Ministries, served churches in Indiana and Arkansas and the 
British Methodist Church. His PhD is from University of Edinburgh in preaching and media. He has taught 
preaching in seminary and conference settings for more than 20 years. 

 



 

January 2021                                                                            Heath Love 

1. January Financial Summary for Woodlawn Community Fellowship, Inc. 

Income  $10,439 

Expenses  $20,819 

Surplus/Deficit ($10,380) 

a. Good News!  Expenses are in line with 2021 Budget of $249K. 

a. Utilities - $3,077 vs budget of $2,000 

b. Insurance - $3,725 skewed monthly expenses since they are 

usually paid every 4 months 

b. Contributions are the issue.  Lowest giving level since March and April 

2020. 

a. January is usually a low month following increased giving in 

November and December 

b. We MUST pick up the pace to make up for this abnormal month 

c. Selwyn Campus expenses 

• Joel Gilland and Wesley have offered to cover the Utility/ 

Insurance/Loan interest/ other expenses in the next 5 months (if 

property sells at end of July) or until the building sells.  We need to 

estimate monthly costs and provide to Joel for approval.  Leah, 

Winifred, and I can develop and provide the estimate. 

a. It will become part of the expenses for the development so it will be 

paid first before we start getting any $$$s for the property sale. 
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 Let me introduce you to……

Welcome to a new series! The folks who meet for 

Coffee Chat (please join us!!) thought this would be a 

great way to get to know one another even though we 

cannot meet in person. I hope that you and your 

family will want to be featured in this series. Please 

contact me so we can discuss, otherwise don’t be 

surprised if you get a phone call in the future.  

Blessings, Barbara 

Let me introduce you to Shannon Dunn 

 

Hello, I am Shannon Dunn.  We started attending the church in the summer of 2017 with 

Vacation Bible School.  I am a North Carolina native and have lived in Charlotte for over twenty 

years.  I grew up attending a United Methodist Church in Raleigh and have fond memories of all 

of the youth programs I participated in there. William, also a native North Carolinian, and I 

married in 2009.  I work for AT&T in Business Sales Operations.  William is employed at Wells 

Fargo.  We have two daughters, Katherine (4th grade) and Elisabeth (2nd grade).  In my free 

time, I can be found out walking in our neighborhood on daily walks or at the neighborhood pool 

in the summertime. I also enjoy HGTV renovation shows and family trips to the beach. We look 

forward to getting to see everyone in person one day soon!  

 

 

Keep the following members and friends in your daily prayers. 

Mary Lou Heidel – Aldersgate Rehab 

Mitch Clark – Hospice Care 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship and WCF Vietnamese 
Congregation 

If you need prayer, please let Pastor Linwood know by calling 
the office. 

WE ARE CALLED TO LOVE LIKE JESUS! 
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It is not too late to join Pastor Linwood for the study, “Words of Life” by Adam 
Hamilton.  Classes are on Zoom for the next 8 Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  The 
book is available at Cokesbury.com and on Amazon.com.  Please call the church office 
if you need help ordering your copy.  The office does have 1 copy for $14. 

 



Plan to join the Prayer Study Group on Monday 

nights at 7:00 p.m.   If you have questions you can 

reach out to Chelsea Walters (704) 917-8020 or 

email her at wltrschls@gmail.com.                                                                                                                          

March                  

 1st:    Putting prayer into practice 

 8th:   Using Scripture to Pray 

15th:  Putting prayer into practice 

                                                  22nd:  The Prayer Walk Study/Breath Prayer Study 

                                                  29th:   Putting prayer into practice 

 

 

 

 Greetings Friends in Christ. 
 

This is a “thank you” letter to the WCF 

congregation highlighting the generosity 

shown in the mission endeavors initiated and 

accomplished during difficult times.  We somehow found a way to be a caring 

church despite the pandemic restrictions.  

 

We have reached out to the community at large with our First Saturday Food 

drives.  These have been successful in donating close to a 1,000 lbs. of non-

perishable food to Loaves and Fishes and the Blessing Boxes. 

 

We supported Tonya and Bridget who have been homeless.  We helped them move 

to and furnish a 2 BR apartment, along with clothing, household items, and food.  

mailto:wltrschls@gmail.com


 

 

5 

 

They are so happy!  This was a natural follow up to “Dinner Church” gatherings 

before the pandemic began. 

 

We have also been blessed to assist Rev. Judith Banya in an overseas mission in 

Sierra Leone, Africa.  This Methodist mission in Baiwalla, a remote village, 

touches over a 1,000 lives every day.  Together with St. Stevens UMC, we will be 

shipping 6 to 7 barrels all packed to the brim!  These barrels contain clothes, 

towels, sheets, tools, Bibles, personal items, OTC drugs, computers, and much 

more.  Rev. Banya is so thankful for this response.  Hopefully, she will be able to 

return to the States for a visit next year. 

 

We have all been blessed by the giving of gifts and service for these worthwhile 

missions.  Please continue to keep these 3 mission in your prayers. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Mission/Discipleship/Outreach 

 
For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “I have made you a light for 

the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”   

- Acts: 13:4 

 

 

 

There are no words for us to express our 

appreciation to everyone who has helped us 

on our journey to a new home.   

We would like to thank you for all your love 

and prayers. 

                    Sincerely with much love, 

                                                                       Tonya and Bridgette 



But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control; against such things there is no law.   Galatians 5: 22-23 
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Lectionary 

Readings 

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16               Romans 4: 13-25 

Psalm 22: 23-31                      Mark 8: 31-38 

  

 

WCF Handbell Choir 
 

Let the Bells Shine! 

 
Our handbell choir has changed the 
rehearsal time to Sundays at 3PM. Besides 

practicing our music, we also gave our bells some much needed TLC.  We polished 
them and the results were amazing! (See the difference between the bells on the left 
and one on the right). 

There are still two openings in the choir.  If you love music and 
are eager to learn, why not give us a try. We have lots of fun 
and fellowship while providing an integral addition to our 
church’s worship.  
We will practice Sundays March 4, 14 & 28 at 3PM.   If you 
have any questions or are interested in playing contact David 
Hutchings, Music Director.           
 

“Songs of Praise” 
We will be focusing on hymns, songs and music that leads us 

through Lent towards Holy Week and Easter.  Please to join us!                                  
Zoom with us on Tuesday, March 9th and 23rd at 7pm.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 

Prayer for the week from The Upper Room 

Holy One, challenge me today to see the 

world as you see it. Challenge me to 

seek your way and to not settle for what 

might be the norm.  Amen   

Where might YOU find opportunities to 

serve today? 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373
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Woodlawn Community Fellowship ” Musical Luminations” * 

 

If you play an instrument or sing let me know.  If you have any thoughts about music or 
know a performer who would like to share please let our Music Director, David 
Hutchings know.[E-mail: dlhutch25@gmail.com or call (704)577-0546]                      
“Musical Luminations”: lumination:  “a noun: A lighting up, a flashing out, as of light 
energy; an illuminating outbursts”. 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date: March 23, 2021 

Ensure hope for women, children, and youth on 
Day of Giving, March 23.     
                                       
Let us honor our foremothers by giving to the 
Legacy Endowment Fund to insure UMW can 
continue serving women, children, and youth 
around the world for the next 150 Years. 

 

Online at: unitedmethodistwomen.org/150                                                                       
By phone: 800-278-7771 (8a.m. to 5p.m. EST, Mon.-Fri.) 





 

 

mailto:dlhutch25@gmail.com
unitedmethodistwomen.org/150
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[SIDEBAR TITLE] 

 

 

 3/1     Pam Shinn Hayes                                       3/18    Cassidy Hooper 

 3/3     Isabel Ferber                                                            Rebecca Nguyen 

 3/5     Sharon Campbell                                       3/24   Wesley Helm 

 3/6     Mae Allen                                                   3/25   Cathy Morris        

            Sem Cil                                                         3/28   Mary Lou Heidel                                                                                                       

3/10   Katherine Dunn                                          3/30   Mery Gold 

3/12    Ru-Tu Le-Thi                                               

3/15    Morgan Hutchings 

             Nam Van Nguyen  

3/25   Cathy Morris                                       

 

“For through wisdom your days 

will be many, and years will be 

added to your life.”  Proverbs 9: 11 
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March 
2021 

 

PHILIPPIANS 3: 10-11 
I want to know the Christ – yes, to know the power 
of his resurrection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the 
dead.          

 The month of March is Women’s History Month.  Tuesday, March 23, 
is designated as a Day of Giving sponsored by the UMW.  This day of 
giving ensures United Methodist Women to continue serving women, 
children, and youth around the world. 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 7pm Zoom 
Prayer Study 

 7pm Zoom Lent 
Study 

 World Day of 
Prayer 

1-3pm 
Community 
Food Drive 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

9:30 Coffee 
Chat 

9:30 Worship 
Communion 

7pm Zoom 
Prayer Study 

7pm Zoom 
Songs of 
Praise 

7pm Zoom Lent 
Study 

  10am Young 
Marines 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

9:30 Coffee 
Chat 

9:30 Worship 

7pm Zoom 
Prayer Study 

 7pm Zoom Lent 
Study 

   

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

9:30 Coffee 
Chat 

9:30 Worship 

7pm Zoom 
Prayer Study 

7pm Songs of 
Praise 

UMW Day of 
Giving 

7pm Zoom Lent 
Study 

  10am Young 
Marines 

28 29 30 31    

PALM SUNDAY 

9:30 Coffee 
Chat 

9:30 Worship 

HOLY WEEK 

7pm Zoom 
Prayer Study 

 7pm Zoom Lent 
Study 

HOLY 
THURSDAY 

GOOD 
FRIDAY 

EASTER EVE 
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Please join us for Coffee Chat at 9:30 am every Sunday. 

Coffee Chat group is reading and discussing the Max Lucado book, “Cure for the 

Common Life”.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84916816322?pwd=MW81MzVIMzR5RzBsWnI2b1ArMGFS

QT09&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 849 1681 6322 
                                                                                                                                     
 



Please join Chelsea Walters Mondays at 7pm for Prayer Study Group 

  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165649237 
 
Meeting ID: 831 6564 9237 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,83165649237# US (Washington D.C) 
+13126266799,,83165649237# US (Chicago) 
 



Please join “Songs of Praise” with David Hutchings – the next 
“Zoom” will be February 23rd, 2021 at 7 pm     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 



Please join Pastor Linwood Wednesdays at 7pm for Lent Study             
                                                                                                                     
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85413536405 
  
Meeting ID: 854 1353 6405 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,85413536405# US (Chicago) 
+16468769923,,85413536405# US (New York) 
 
 
      The above Zoom links are ALWAYS THE SAME for the duration of the meetings 
and are posted on the website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84916816322?pwd=MW81MzVIMzR5RzBsWnI2b1ArMGFSQT09&from=addon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84916816322?pwd=MW81MzVIMzR5RzBsWnI2b1ArMGFSQT09&from=addon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165649237
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85413536405
http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
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REMINDER:  The link to the worship service every Sunday is found on the 
website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org   There are two different buttons on 
the home page that will lead you there.  Click on either.  Once on the new page, look for 
the current date, which should be the first one. 

Also, put the new church email address in your contacts, otherwise emails from the 
church may go to your junk folder.  Please use this new address for communication with 
the church office.   wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 





















 

http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
mailto:wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org

