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 WCF Weekly News                            Friday, February 5, 2021 

United Methodism Grows in Remote Border Town 
By Phileas Jusu 

Jan. 23, 2019 | BAIWALLA, Sierra Leone 

Visiting clergy from Freetown, Kenema and 

Kailahun, Sierra Leone, join the Rev. Judith Banya 

(standing right) to pray for Juana Jusu, who was 

partially paralyzed after an insect bite. Jusu traveled 

from Bomaru to join Baiwalla United Methodist 

Church in celebrating its fifth anniversary. Photo by 

Phileas Jusu, UMNS. 

 

A United Methodist congregation in Baiwalla, 

on the Sierra Leone eastern border with Liberia, 

has reason to celebrate.  After five years of its 

United Methodist presence, the church has 

grown from 15 to 100 members with a few other congregations sprouting up in neighboring 

villages.  Baiwalla is about two miles away from Bomaru on the Liberian border, where the first 

shots leading to Sierra Leone’s civil conflict in 1991 were fired.                                                                    

Though Grace United Methodist Church was recently dedicated in Kailahun, it was in Baiwalla 

that the Rev. Judith Banya started the United Methodist ministry. 

The muddy road that connects the remote community to the rest of the country is rough. Access 

to goods and essential services is cut off when the road becomes impassable at the peak of the 

rainy season, making worse an already poor situation. Social amenities like hospitals, electricity 

and pipe-borne water are still a distant dream.  Asked about what is responsible for the rapid 

growth of United Methodism in the community, Banya replied, “When you live as a Christian in 

the community, you are the light.” 

 

She started the Baiwalla ministry with a one-meal-a-day school feeding program for 500 pupils 

in the Roman Catholic and British Methodist primary schools and a nursery five days a week. 

There is not yet a United Methodist school in the community.  With the poor road network 

denying the community access to markets and opportunities, food is a challenge to 

schoolchildren. “With time, the number went to 700, then 900 recently when government 

declared free education. We have a team that moves from school to school. School feeding is a 

very vital part of our ministry,” she said. 
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Banya has first-hand experience with the food shortage, having grown up in the community 

decades ago. Going to school hungry was one of the challenges she faced in her school days, and 

she understands how much impact a program like this has to children living in poverty. 

“After the school feeding, we opened an adult literacy program. Then, later, computer classes for 

teenagers,” she said.  “We have not quite succeeded with the computer classes because the 

children want easygoing things like just browsing for music and movies on the internet and 

(they’re) not willing to try anything challenging.” 

However, she said, they have had quite a few success stories with the adult literacy classes. 

“The village imam (an Islamic equivalence of a pastor in charge) learned to read and write in our 

school,” she said. “We do not teach formal education curriculum but functional literacy — things 

that they do in their everyday lives. If, for instance, the individual is a cocoa farmer, we teach 

them how to read the scale, so that they’re not cheated when they go to sell their produce to 

exporters in the cities.  “If (they are) a businessperson, we teach them how to take stock of their 

sales, debts. Just those things that make them functional in the things they do for a living. We 

have a few people who were able to achieve that in the community through our schools,” she 

said. 

 

With support from the Minnesota Conference, the first United Methodist High School is being 

built in the community. It will have a girls’ boarding home. 

“Kailahun ranks high on teenage pregnancy and girls’ dropout rate in the country and I want to 

make sure girls who come to our school complete school without getting pregnant,” Banya said. 

She considers building the school a priority over a church because the nearest high school is 15 

miles away, making it a challenge for pupils, especially girls, to access secondary education. 

 

For now, church services are held in the school building that has been roofed awaiting 

completion. Just across the road from the school, the community has already offered Banya a 3-

acre piece of land that is being cleared for the new United Methodist church building and school 

staff quarters. 

 

At last month’s anniversary celebration, there was a lot of enthusiasm among the young people 

to attend church.  Hannah Amara, 23, is married to a Muslim. She believes in Jesus Christ but is 

compelled by tradition to follow the faith of her husband. She only goes to church when her 

husband is away and that was why she was at the service that morning.  She said it is painful to 

serve a religion she does not believe in. Weeping as she delivered her testimony, she appealed to 

the church to continue to pray for her for strength. “I will remain a Christian until I die. I pray 

that God will touch my family and husband so that they’d allow me to worship the God I believe 

in,” she said. 
                                                                                           

Baiwalla UMC celebrated its five year anniversary in Kailahun, 

Sierra Leone.  Church members marched through the streets as 

a way to celebrate and evangelize in this predominately Muslim 

community.  Photo by Phileas Jusu UMNS 
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Jusu, 25, said he is thankful for The United Methodist Church. 

He was paralyzed in his right hand and feet after an insect bite. 

“They held a special prayer session for me where all the 

members surrounded me. They prayed and indeed God’s power 

visited me that day.” Photo by Phileas Jusu, UMNS. 

Jusu is director of communications for The United 

Methodist Church in Sierra Leone. 

 

Please be a part of this multi-dimensional life-changing and life-giving ministry.   

 

                                          

 

Over the counter medicines, antibiotics (and creams), 
pain killers, wound dressings – first aid kits, 
multivitamins, Vaseline etc. 

Bibles 

Feeding bowls (3 for $1) 

T-shirts 

Secondhand computers 

Boots and rain gear 

 

New and slightly used clothing – (no children’s 

Toothpaste and toothbrushes 

Carpentry tools – sharpening stone/oil stone, 
grooving machine, jackplane (#4,5,6), saws (reaping, 
crosscut, tenor, band, key hold) 

spoke shave, hammers, bench clamp, bar clamp, 
angle and/or trance square, Gauge, brace and bit, 
chisel 

 

  

   

 

Keep the following members and friends in your daily prayers. 

Mary Lou Heidel – Aldersgate Rehab 

Joanne Clark – still in hospital 

Vickie Martin – Windfed’s sister-in-law 

Linda Hutchings – recovering from eye surgery 

Mitch Clark – Hospice Care 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship and WCF Vietnamese Congregation 

If you need prayer, please let Pastor Linwood know by calling the office. 
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Lent Book Study 

As we prepare our hearts for the spirit of Lent and Easter, 
join Pastor Linwood for the study, “Words of Life” by Adam 
Hamilton.  Classes will be held on Zoom, Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00 pm starting February 17th.  The book is 
available at Cokesbury.com and on Amazon.com.  Please 
call the church office if you need help ordering your copy.

      

                                  

                                                       

Labor of Love *   A Servant Ministry of WCF 

Patricia Love 

1Thessalonians 1:2-3 is about being thankful for faithful servants.   It says: * 2 We always 

thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers.  3 We remember before 

our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your 

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Just like the early church in Thessalonica, we are developing our new body of 

Christ called WCF.  We are getting to know each other better and building 

relationships with each other.  We are collectively and individually considering what 

the Holy Spirit needs us, our church, to do and where we need to do it.  We are 

pondering how to show Jesus' love to others and we are learning how to be "the 

church scattered" in the Woodlawn community.  During Sunday morning Coffee 

Chat, about 6-12 folks believe we found a "God-may-be-nudging-us" ministry 

related to verse 3 above and also helps us get to know each other better as we 

serve. Here’s an early vision of the Labor of Love💜 ministry; it may have a 
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‘starting small vision’ but we will seek to grown as God leads!  Where and when will 

you join us?  The Labor of Love💜 ministry will be working in WCF members’ yards 

for the month of February.  Each Wednesday afternoon (weather 

permitting), 3pm – 6pm (2/10, 2/17, 2/24).  Our jobs will be to rake, bag, 

and prune. Bring masks, gloves, rakes, pruners, sheers, and positive energy!  We are 

especially seeking those under the age of 35!  Contact:  Patricia Love @ 

704.641.0292 with text or gt_gold@msn.com with email. 

 


This Saturday afternoon, February 6, 

from 1:00 till 3:00 is the monthly 

Community Food Drive.  At the same 

time, you may pick up sealed 

Communion cups to be used during the 

virtual Sunday service on You Tube. 

We will be accepting donations of non-

perishable food items for Loaves and 

Fishes and the  Blessing Boxes.  You 

may also drop off your offering to the church, instead of mailing it!                  

Please let Ann Davis know (704-523-6384) if you can help with the drive thru. 

 

  

The church office has a few issues left of the 

January/February 2021 Upper Room Devotional.   We have 

also received the March/April issue.  Please call the office if 

you would like a copy.  Or just stop by the office and pick 

one up for yourself and a friend.  The Devotionals will also be available at the 

Food Collection on Saturday.  

about:blank


 

 

6 

 

 

 

Plan to join the Prayer Study Group on Monday 

nights at 7:00 p.m. 

 If you have questions you can reach out to 

Chelsea Walters (704) 917-8020 or email her 

at wltrschls@gmail.com. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165649237 

 
Below is the Syllabus for February and March. 

February 

  8 th:   Using Scripture to Pray 

15 th:   Putting prayer into practice 

22 nd:  Breath Prayer Study 

 

March 

  1 st:    Putting prayer into practice 

  8 th:   The Prayer Walk Study 

15 th:   Putting prayer into practice 

22 nd:  Hearing the Voice of God: Part 1 

29 th:   Putting prayer into practice 

 



Lectionary Readings - 5th Sunday after Epiphany  

Isaiah 40: 21-31                  

Psalm 147: 1-11, 20                       

1 Corinthians 9: 16-23 

Mark 1: 29-39 

  

New every morning is your love, great God of 

light, and all day long you are working for 

good in the world. Stir up in us desire to 

serve you, to live peacefully with our 

neighbors and all your creation, and to 

devote each day to your Son, our Savior 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

mailto:wltrschls@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165649237
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WCF HANDBELL CHOIR 

 

Our handbell choir has changed its rehearsal time to Sundays at 3PM.  We are 
learning new music for worship and for Lent (which will soon be here). 
There are still two openings in the choir.  If you love music and are eager to learn, why 
not give us a try.  We have lots of fun and fellowship while providing an integral 
addition to our church’s worship.  
 

February Schedule: 14 & 28 at 3PM  
 

If you have any questions or are interested in playing contact David Hutchings, Music 
Director, at 704-577-0546. 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE                                                                                                      
We will be focusing on hymns, songs, and music that bring you strength and comfort 
during times of uncertainty.  Music can provide us with a deep sense of meaning as we 
experience the unknown.  Please text me with the music you turn to, so we can all 
share together. (David--704-577-0546) 
 

Zoom with us on Tuesday, February 9th and 23rd at 7PM 
 
 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship “Musical Luminations” * 
 
If you play an instrument or sing let David know.   If you have any thoughts about 
music or know a performer who would like to share please contact our Music Director, 
David Hutchings.  [E-mail: dlhutch25@gmail.com or call (704)577-0546] 

*” “Musical Luminations”: lumination:  “a noun: A lighting up, a flashing out, as of light or  

energy; an illuminating outburst” 

mailto:dlhutch25@gmail.com
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Here are some things you need to know.  We are all tired of this pandemic and of the 

changes it has caused in our lives, but it has not gone away.  There are precautions that 

must be taken to keep ourselves, our friends, and our loved ones safe.         

Here is the plan. 

1. Outdoor worship will be limited to no more than 50 people.   Please do not 
come if you are not feeling well, if you are coughing, have a fever, or have 
noticed a change in your ability to smell or taste. 

2. Bring your own lawn chair.    
3. Bring a blanket if you need one! 
4. Wear your mask. 
5. Maintain a distance of at least six feet from people around you.  Family groups 

may place their chairs together, but others will need to stay apart. 
6. Restrooms will NOT be open.  Please take this into account as you enjoy 

your morning coffee! 
7. Hand sanitizer and extra masks will be available.  A list of all attendees will be 

kept.  There will be no bulletins or congregational singing. 
8. Please plan your arrival time for close to 11:00.  There will be no coffee or 

social time. Take your seat and prepare your heart for worship.  
9. When the service is over, please leave the church grounds in an orderly 

fashion, keeping to the six-foot distance from your neighbors.  

 *The decision about the outdoor 11:00 AM worship service is on a week by week basis 
depending on the weather. To watch the recorded Sunday service go to: 

www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org   





http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
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Please join us for Coffee Chat at 9:30 am every Sunday. 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84916816322?pwd=MW81MzVIMzR5RzBsWnI2b1ArMGFS

QT09&from=addon 

Meeting ID: 849 1681 6322 
Heath Love will also continue to open a teleconference call. 

929-205-6099                                                                                         

                                                        




Please join Chelsea Walters Mondays at 7pm for Prayer Study Group 

  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165649237 
 
Meeting ID: 831 6564 9237 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,83165649237# US (Washington D.C) 
+13126266799,,83165649237# US (Chicago) 
 



Please join “Songs of Praise” with David Hutchings – the next 
“Zoom” will be February 9th, 2021 at 7 pm     

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 



 
      The above Zoom links are ALWAYS THE SAME for the duration of the meetings 
and are posted on the website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 
 

 
Thank you for giving generously!  

Please give your tithes and offering by mail or 

online giving.   
www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84916816322?pwd=MW81MzVIMzR5RzBsWnI2b1ArMGFSQT09&from=addon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84916816322?pwd=MW81MzVIMzR5RzBsWnI2b1ArMGFSQT09&from=addon
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83165649237
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373
http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
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REMINDER:  The link to the worship service every Sunday is found on the 
website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org   There are two different buttons on 
the home page that will lead you there.  Click on either.  Once on the new page, look for 
the current date, which should be the first one. 

Also, put the new church email address in your contacts, otherwise emails from the 
church may go to your junk folder.  Please use this new address for communication with 
the church office.   wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 

 











 

http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
mailto:wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org

