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October 30, 2020 | Issue 4 

 

When the Saints Come Marching - and Singing! 
 

This Sunday, November 1st, is All Saints Sunday.  This is the time that we traditionally celebrate 
the lives of the saints we have lost over the past year.  It is also a time for us to remember that 
we are spiritually connected to all Christians in this world and the next.  The idea is to broaden 
our appreciation for all the followers of Jesus Christ who live and work to witness to their faith 
and share the love of Christ with all they meet. 
 

During worship this Sunday, we will remember the four church members we have lost in the 
last year.  Our scripture is Revelation 7: 9-17 where we share John’s vision of “a great cloud of 
witnesses” who have experienced the same struggles that you and I have and yet remain 
triumphant. It is a joyous scene in which the saints sing and worship our God who makes good 
on his promises to provide for us in this life and the life to come. 
 

You and I have experienced one of the most difficult years of our lives.  Some of us have lost 
our jobs.  Others have lost loved ones to Covid-19. All of us have lived in fear of contracting the 
disease.  The service this Sunday will remind us that even though it may appear that evil has the 
upper hand, ultimately God is in control.  One of the greatest blessings of having church family 
is that we can be assured we are never alone.  Both God and the communion of saints around 
us are walking beside us, arm in arm, every step of the way! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Linwood 
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We are beginning our 
2021 Ministry Plan.  It has 
been a challenging year in 
many ways.  From a 
church perspective, we 
have not been able to 
gather together for 

worship, study, music practice, and fellowship in 2020 as we would have liked, but let 
me share something that I have been reminded of: 
 
Even during “normal” times, the church is gathered only 5-10% of the time.  So that 
means that even in “normal” years, a church lives most of the year “scattered”, not 
“gathered”.  The bottom-line and our theme for our 2021 Stewardship Campaign is “We 
are still the church, even when we are scattered.” 
  
In the next few weeks, we will read and/or hear examples from this year where the Holy 
Spirit guided our church to show God’s love when we were “the church scattered”.   
 
First, Tom Harris (Selwyn) shares his thoughts on Dinner Church. 
Tom has worked with Judy Higginbotham and others to keep the ministry going even 
through this pandemic.  We were able to serve food and love with 30-40 people for 
many weeks.  Some were “Covid19 high risk” who were not comfortable going out of 
their homes; others were homeless.  The “Dinner Church” ministry was originally started 
with members and friends from Aldersgate UMC, Grace UMC, and Selwyn UMC to 
serve those in need.  Dinner was served along with a short message and 
singing.  While we could not continue a weekly “Dinner Church” service during the 
pandemic, Woodlawn Community Fellowship did continue with the ministry by delivering 
meals.  Here’s Tom’s message: 
  
That word, scattered, immediately reminded me of my Mom sitting at the table working 
jigsaw puzzles - as many as 1,000 pieces "scattered" about. Our church family is a lot 
like that these days, aren't we? We are all part of the greater good, forming a whole 
puzzle whether we're physically connected or not, right?  
  
If you think about the purpose of solving a puzzle, it's really just patterning and problem 
solving. In these times of the pandemic, folks have had to quickly pivot and come up 
with all kinds of creative solutions to the usual way of doing things. While our physical 
church may be mostly "closed", the work of the church is always "open" - kind of like 
Waffle House. We are always "scattered, smothered, and covered" in God's love and 
our "light" is always on. 
  
The biblical KJV dictionary definition of "scatter" is "To be liberal to the poor; to be 
charitable" (Prov. 11). Whereas the Old Testament refers to churches more in the 
physical sense of a specific structure, the New Testament places the importance on the 
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person - a public gathering of people comprises a church. While our church family has 
been scattered, we have continued to connect through online services, next steps in the 
merger process, and mission efforts like modified Dinner Church. 
  
We have periodically been able to prepare and deliver boxed, hot meals to some of our 
more vulnerable, senior, and homeless friends and neighbors through this modified 
Dinner Church. Recipients of these deliveries are always so appreciative of our 
endeavors. It isn't so much a need for food, in some cases, as it is the reminder of our 
connectedness - knowing that they are not forgotten, seeing those smiling eyes behind 
a mask, and receiving some variety in their typical Tuesday routine. 
  
As you think about your church, remember that we are always connected even when we 
are scattered. Consider the ways in which your time, talents, and gifts can scatter 
across our community, shine our collective light, and reach others in such a way that 
they will know we are still open. God bless and be well. 
  
To develop the 2021 Ministry Plan, we need your help.  Please consider how you 
can give your time and spiritual gifts as well as your financial gift.  The real work of the 
church is in the former: sharing your time and spiritual gifts in 1-on-1 interactions in our 
community and by working with others through a ministry.  Your “hands and feet” will be 
needed for ministries which the Holy Spirit is nudging us to do.  On the 2021 Ministry 
Plan, we ask you to consider how you will give: a)  your spiritual gifts (examples 
include teaching, listening to others, serving in decision-making, serving in Dinner 
Church ministry, etc.), b)  your time (examples include calling on others, praying, 
serving in Labor of Love ministry, etc.), c) financial gifts (examples include: weekly, 
monthly, annual giving, one-time celebration giving, etc.). 
  
Ways to share gifts inside the church: participate in choir or hand bells, be a part of a 
study group, help with youth activities, teach a Sunday School class, sign up to be a 
greeter, serve on a committee, be a Prayer Chain caller….lots of other ways. 
Ways to share gifts outside the church: serve in Dinner Church or Labor of Love or 
lead a Loaves & Fishes collection or help with a new ministry or help restart ESL 
classes, help with neighborhood involvement teams so we can find out some of the 
ways that Woodlawn Community Fellowship can partner with neighborhoods in our 
area. Of course, we will also need financial contributions.  These gifts will enable us 
to continue to do some needed upfits at Woodlawn as we start “gathering together” at 
the Woodlawn Campus.  It will also allow us to continue the ministries that we have 
started or will want to start in 2021. 
In November, you’ll receive a “Sign Me Up!  2021 Ministry Planner” letter. Please be in 
prayer now about how you will be sharing your time & gifts with WCF and our 
community in 2021. 
Thank you. 
  
Heath Love        704-641-0237 
 

 Jesus said, “Go out and be the salt of the earth and the light of the world”. 
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Once more we are planning to have 
a drop by event Saturday afternoon, 
Oct. 31, from 2:00 till 4:00.   Those 
persons who don’t feel comfortable 
worshipping in person on Sunday 
may pick up their sealed 
Communion cups to be used during 
the virtual service on You Tube. 
 

We will be accepting donations of non-perishable food items for Loaves and Fishes. 
 
You may also drop off your offering to the church, instead of mailing it!                  
Please let Ann Davis know if you can help with the drive thru. 
 
 

Due to the increase in the number of COVID cases recently, the decision 

has been reached to continue with outdoor worship instead of moving 

inside.  The virtual service on You Tube, available at 9:30 a.m.,  will continue 

for those who are not comfortable with in-person worship, or for all of us in 

case of rain! 

 

In-person worship will be at 11:00 AM on Sunday, November 1, on the 

lawn between sanctuary and Fellowship Hall of the Woodlawn 

campus.  Please park in the Woodlawn Road lot unless you need 

Handicapped parking.  In that case, please come to the lot off Stacy Blvd. 

 

Wear your mask. 

Bring a lawn chair, and a blanket if you need one. 

Maintain a distance of 6 ft. or more from other worshippers. 

Please time your arrival for near the worship hour, take your seat and 

prepare for worship.  Remember, no hugs or handshakes.  Only non-

contact greetings.   

After the service, please leave in an orderly manner, maintaining social 

distancing. 

 

Hand sanitizer and extra masks will be available. 

Rest rooms will not be open. 

In case of rain, the service will be cancelled.  Please tune in and enjoy the 

service on You Tube. 

Ann Davis and Sally Rose, Worship Co-Chairs 
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Advent is a time to focus our expectation and 
anticipation on “the adult Christ, the Cosmic Christ,” 
who challenges us to empty ourselves, to lose 
ourselves, to surrender. Preparing for Christmas offers 
daily meditations, prayers, Scripture readings and 
questions for reflection for each day of Advent. 
  
All youth and adults are invited to join in this church-
wide study. Please purchase the book – its an 
inexpensive little paperback. Then, begin reading on 
Sunday, November 29, the first day of Advent. Read 

each of the daily meditations and consider the question. Then, join Joyce Brooks every 
Tuesday evening beginning December 8 from 7 – 8pm for a discussion about the 
readings. Each discussion will consider the previous weeks ideas. 
  
This book is written by Fr. Richard Rohr, a globally recognized ecumenical teacher. To 
learn more about Rohr, please visit https://cac.org/richard-rohr/richard-rohr-ofm/ 
  
Thanks! 
Joyce 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Over the counter medicines, antibiotics (and 
creams), pain killers, wound dressings – first aid 
kits, multivitamins, Vaseline etc. 
Bibles 
Feeding bowls (3 for $1) 
T-shirts 
Secondhand computers 
Boots and rain gear 
 

New and slightly used clothing – (no children’s 
Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Carpentry tools – sharpening stone/oil stone, 
grooving machine, jackplane (#4,5,6), saws 
(reaping, crosscut, tenor, band, key hold) 
spoke shave, hammers, bench clamp, bar clamp, 
angle and/or trance square, Gauge, brace and 
bit, chisel 
 

 

 

 

https://cac.org/richard-rohr/richard-rohr-ofm/
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WCF Handbell Choir is Ringing!!!!!!! 
 

Our WCF Handbell Choir continues to rehearse. Covid-19 precautions are taken, one 
ringer per table spaced appropriately, masks required. 
We are hard at work on our music and just happy to be together! 
 

The 2020 schedule is the following:  NOVEMBER 12 DECEMBER 3, 17  
 

ALL PRACTICES START AT 7PM If anyone has an interest in playing bells, having lots 
of fun, and fellowship then contact our Music Director: David Hutchings 
dlhutch25@gmail.com; (704) 577-0546.  

 

 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship “ Musical Luminations” * 

 
 
CALLING ALL MUSICIANS If you have any thoughts 
about music or know a performer who would like to 
share please let our Music Director, David Hutchings 
know at email:  
dlhutch25@gmail.com or call (704) 577-0546 
 

* “Musical Luminations”: lumination:  “a noun: A lighting up, a flashing out, as of light or 
energy; an illuminating outburst” 
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“Songs of Praise” with David!! 

 
 

November - Second Tuesday and Fourth Tuesday, 7:00 pm 

 

 Do not forget about the “Songs of Praise” with David Hutchings! Join David and a group 
of churchgoers who have been exploring their faith in music. 
 

 David explores the history, stories, and the source of these songs that bring emotions 
to our lives. If you have a special song, please let David know before the zoom 
meeting.  
 

You can reach him at dlhutch25@gmail.com or 704-577-0546. Songs of Praise: 
Tuesday, November 10th and Tuesday, November 24th at 7PM.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

When the pecans arrive, an email will be sent to let you know what days and 
times you can “drive-in” at the WCF campus to pick up and pay for your order. 
 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373
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Keep the following members and friends in your daily prayers. 
Andy Cooley, fell and broke his ribs and is back home recuperating 
Mitch Clark, Hospice Care 
Woodlawn Community Fellowship 
Pray and vote 

                                                                                                                                            
If there are others to be added to the prayer list, please call the office and leave a message,                  

704-523-5052 or send by email, graceinfo737@gmail.com.  For the weekly newsletter, please have 

your request in by Wednesday at 10am.  Thank you! 
 

Office Hours:  Tuesday – Friday, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 
 

 

 

 
“Without the Spirit, the Church devolves from the living body of Christ into a well-

intentioned but generally impotent religious organization. Without the Spirit we 
will be blind to Gods will”.                           

                                                                                                 Joan Gray 
Sailboat Church 

 
 

So if I have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right of God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth, for your life is hidden with Christ in God.   
                                                                                                      Colossians 3: 1- 3 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you have been called 
in one body.   And be thankful.                                                 Colossians 3: 15 

  
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fintercessory-prayer-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw17ZsqPzrFz2KaWTMljJOpm&ust=1587583981735000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCID48Mqh-ugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11/01   Del 

11/02   Phillip Patterson 

11/5     Alfred Katta 

11/11   Jane Maynard 

11/11   Renata Murray 

11/12   Betty Barnette 

11/12   Joyce Robinson 

 

11/18   Roy Helm, III 

11/19   Ruth Jenison 

11/24   Carol Bradley 

11/25   Lisa Gabriel 

11/25   Merry Nguyen 

11/29   Jeffrey Poley 

11/30   Bryant Williams 
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November 
2020 

 

For 
you 

shall go out in joy, and be For you shall 
go out in joy, and b 
led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees in the field shall clap 
their hands. 
                                Isaiah 55: 12 

 
led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees in the field shall clap 
their hands. 
                                Isaiah 55: 12 
peace; the mountains and the hills 
before you shall burst into song, and all 
the trees in the field shall clap their 
hands. 
                                Isaiah 55: 12 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

All Saints Day 

9:30 Worship YT 

11:00 In person 

Worship 

6:30 Centering 

7:00 Book 
Study 

     

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:30 Worship YT 

11:00 In person 

Worship 

6:30 Centering 

7:00 Book 
Study 

7:00 Songs of 
Praise 

Veteran’s Day 

7:00 Charge 
Conf. 

7:00 Handbells  10:00 Young 
Marines 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

9:30 Worship YT 

11:00 In person 

Worship 

6:30 Centering 

7:00 Book 
Study 

     

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

9:30 Worship YT 

11:00 In person 

Worship 

6:30 Centering 

 

7:00 Songs of 
Praise 

 HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING! 

 10:00 Young 
Marines 

29 30      

Advent begins 

9:30 Worship YT 

11:00 In person 

Worship 

6:30 Centering 

 

  7:00 Handbells   

 

For you shall go out in joy, 

and be led back in peace; the 

mountains and the hills 

before you shall burst into 
song, and all the trees in the 

field shall clap their hands. 
                           Isaiah 55: 12 

ck in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into 
song, and all the trees in the field 
shall clap their hands. 
                                Isaiah 55: 12 
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In an effort to remain in fellowship during the stay at home period, Worship Services and 

upcoming events will be posted on the Woodlawn Community Fellowship Facebook page, 

the Grace Church UMC website and the Selwyn UMC website. 

Worship services will be available each Sunday beginning at 9:30 am.   These are recorded 

services, so watch when you are able.  You can access the links on any of the following sites.  

https://www.facebook.com/WoodlawnCommunityFellowshipCharlotte/ 

Grace UMC Website:  https://graceumccharlotte.org/ 

Selwyn UMC Website:  https://www.selwynumc.org/ 

                            Vietnamese livestream:  https://www.facebook.com/giamlycharlotte.httl.7 

   

 

Don’t forget about the weekly Zoom groups. 

 
Zoom Book Study with Pastor Linwood https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87240980981 

Zoom Centering Prayer Practice Meetings with the Discipleship Team on Monday 
evenings at 6:30pm.  Join Zoom Meeting  https://zoom.us/j/99115220063 

Zoom Elementary (K-5) Sunday School every Sunday at 9:30 am.  Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/97576068549 

 

Zoom Songs of Praise with David on the second Tuesday and fourth Tuesday in 
November.  Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 
 

The above zoom links are always the same for the duration of the meetings.  Please keep 
them handy! 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/WoodlawnCommunityFellowshipCharlotte/
https://graceumccharlotte.org/
https://www.selwynumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/giamlycharlotte.httl.7
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87240980981
https://zoom.us/j/99115220063
https://zoom.us/j/97576068549
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373

