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WCF Weekly News                                          Friday, November 20, 2020 

 

 

 

Greetings to the Woodlawn 

Community Fellowship 

Congregation. 

This week, Leah Nazworth will describe when the 
“Church Scattered” came together in June to 
peacefully protest racism at the Selwyn campus.   
 
2020 has been a difficult year for all.  Starting with 
the coronavirus, the year progressed with economic 

uncertainty (loss of jobs for many) due to the shutdowns and political controversy on how to handle the 
pandemic.  By May, however, there was a different type of unrest coming to the surface.  The news and 
video of the shooting and killing of Ahmaud Arbery, months prior by men allegedly pursuing him as a 
‘citizen’s arrest’, came to light as it took over 70 days to arrest the men who pursued and fatally shot 
him.  Days later, the video was released of an officer kneeling on the neck of George Floyd, the cause of 
his death, creating an national outpouring of protest about the unnecessary use of choke holds and 
lethal force and overall the racial discrimination and profiling which too often occurs in our police 
departments.  Suddenly, streets and areas that had been empty due to COVID lockdowns were now being 
filled with protesters calling for justice and reform.   The world joined in vocalizing that there is still so 
much work to be done to try to achieve racial justice and equality for all.   
 

                                               
On the afternoon of June 18th, we responded to God’s call to rise up and be vocal, as a church, to 
condemn racism.  Around 30 came out – a mix of races and ages and members from multiple UMC 
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churches.  We lined up around the Selwyn campus along both the Woodlawn and Selwyn Streets.  With 
masks on, signs in hand held high to the passing traffic and beautiful praise music playing in the 
background, we represented a united front for ourselves and the United Methodist Church to end racism 
and commit ourselves to a world of justice and equity. Our youth were very vocal with their signs and 
words – they don’t understand why there is still racism in America…why  past generations were not able 
to ‘stop it’ and why the police keep ‘killing people’.  Our youth are a beautiful mix of different skin color 
and backgrounds who love each other tremendously.  They held signs that said “Chris + Racism don’t 
mix” and “Use your white privilege to End your white privilege”.   I think, our youth have the confidence 
to not ‘water-down’ the message or worry about offending someone.   We should follow in their 
footsteps sometimes…as Jesus recognized…the kingdom of God belongs to the children…we should not 
forget that.   
 

          
 
The night was beautiful, and all could strongly feel the holy spirit working.  It was uplifting to hear the 
cheers and honks we received by the passing cars in support of our solidarity.  After some time, we 
gathered together to pray for each other and our community & country... adults and youth stood up to 
speak, cry and question why systematic racism still exits and why there is so much hate in the world.  We 
wondered if God is disappointed…but we also know that God is what will help change our hearts, heal 
hatred, and help save our world. 
God, please open our eyes and hearts to help us work together to end racism and achieve equality.  We 
know the journey will be long, but we must continue to allow you to make change through us.  Amen. 
 
 
To develop the 2021 Ministry Plan, we need your prayers and support.  Please consider how you can 
give your time and spiritual gifts as well as your financial gift.  The real work of the church is in the 
former:  sharing your time and spiritual gifts in 1-on-1 interactions in our community and by working 
with others through a ministry.  Your “hands and feet” will be needed for ministries which the Holy Spirit 
is nudging us to do.  On the 2021 Ministry Plan, we ask you to consider how you will give: a)  your 
spiritual gifts (examples include teaching, listening to others, serving in decision-making, serving in 
Dinner Church ministry, etc.), b)  your time (examples include calling on others, praying, serving in Labor 
of Love ministry, etc.), c) financial gifts (examples include:  weekly, monthly, annual giving, one-time 
celebration giving, etc.). 
 
Attached is a sheet that we would like each member or family to prayerfully consider, fill out, and return 
to the church office (wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org) or 737 E Woodlawn Rd, Charlotte, NC 
28209.   
 

about:blank


 
 

3 
 

Weather permitting, we will gather on Sunday, November 22 at 11:00 

for outdoor worship.  

Here are some things you need to know.  We are all tired of this pandemic and of the 

changes it has caused in our lives, but it has not gone away.  There are precautions that 

must be taken to keep ourselves, our friends, and our loved ones safe.   

Here is the plan. 

1. Outdoor worship will be limited to no more than 50 people.   Please do not 
come if you are not feeling well, if you are coughing, have a fever, or have 
noticed a change in your ability to smell or taste. 

2. Bring your own lawn chair.    
3. Bring a blanket if you need one! 
4. Wear your mask. 
5. Maintain a distance of at least six feet from people around you.  Family groups 

may place their chairs together, but others will need to stay apart. 
6. Restrooms will NOT be open.  Please take this into account as you enjoy 

your morning coffee! 
7. Hand sanitizer and extra masks will be available.  A list of all attendees will be 

kept.  There will be no bulletins or congregational singing. 
8. Please plan your arrival time for close to 11:00.  There will be no coffee or 

social time. Take your seat and prepare your heart for worship.  
9. When the service is over, please leave the church grounds in an orderly 

fashion, keeping to the six-foot distance from your neighbors. 

While this is a step forward for us, we want to move cautiously.  We want everyone to 
stay safe.  Please consider carefully whether you are comfortable returning to in-person 
worship at this time.  If you are a senior or have health problems, do not hesitate to stay 
home and enjoy the service on YouTube. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

      Keep the following members and friends in your daily prayers. 

Diana Hape – is in the hospital  

Andy Cooley – in the hospital with COVID and pneumonia 

Mitch Clark – Hospice Care 

A Praise!  Tom Harris is home from the hospital 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship and WCF Vietnamese Congregations                    

Back-to-back Hurricanes, Eta and Iota, have devastated areas in Nicaragua and 

Honduras 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

To our wonderful Church family, 

Tom and I would like to thank you all for the calls, prayers, and cards during this time of 

COVId-19.  He came home from the hospital on Sunday the 15th, and is doing pretty well.  He 

is still weak, and it is difficult to walk, but slowly he is improving. 

I had my second test on the 16th and it was negative.  We will stay quarantined for another 

week to be sure. 

Thank you all again, and we pray that you all stay healthy.   Happy Thanksgiving, as we all 

have so much to be thankful for. 

Ros & Tom 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scripture:  Acts 17: 16-33                                                                                       

Focus Text: “Indeed he is not far from each one of us.  For ‘In him we live and move 

and have our being’” (vv.27-28). 

Listening to God:  Know that right at this moment, I am very close to you.  The air that 

you are breathing is a gift from me.  The ability to turn a page or read a sentence comes 

to you right now from my loving hands.  It grieves me when you act as though I am far 

away.  You give me great joy, when you recognize our intimacy and live like a son or 

daughter of God.  I desire your good as a mother desires good for her infant.  Trust me 

and do not be afraid!                                                               Sailboat Church by Joan Grey 
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All items from the Selwyn campus are now at the WCF 
campus so it is time to unpack and set up.  Help is needed 
to clean and put away toys, set-up library, parlor and 
organize storage rooms.  Volunteers will be limited to only 
a few at a time due to increased cases of COVID in our 
community.  We want to stay healthy and safe so make an 

appointment today. 
 
Contact Barbara Helm to sign up  barbhelm0107@gmail.com or call 
 704-231-7707 
 

Saturday 11/28 between 9:00 - 12:00 
Monday   11/30 between 2:00 - 4:00 

Saturday 12/5 between 9:00 - 12:00 

 

 
 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship Finance Update 

October 2020 

August Financial Summary for Woodlawn Community Fellowship, Inc. 
               Income  $25,853  

    Expenses  $26,911 
    Surplus/Deficit ($1,058)  

 
a. Our Income/Contributions in October continued a 3Q trend of roughly 
$17K/month.  Our Income was bolstered by the Bazaar/Yard Sale sales in 
September and October.  Great Job by the group led by Jackie and Sally in 
selling MANY items from the Selwyn campus.   
b. Expenses for the month appear to be in line with expectations.  The only 
abnormal and one-time expense is the copier contract settlement with Canon 
Financial for $4,000.  The utilities at both campuses are now in line with our 
expectations. 
c. Sign Me Up! forms for the 2021 Ministry Plan are being distributed 
weekly.  Please complete and return by 12/13. 

mailto:barbhelm0107@gmail.com
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     Please have books in hand by Thanksgiving.  You can purchase your book at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble ($9.99) or ChristianBook.com ($7.99).  We will begin reading 
on Sunday, November 29 which is the first Sunday in Advent.  We will meet via Zoom 
starting on Tuesday, December 8 at 7pm and will talk about the prior week's readings. 
Our last meeting will be Tuesday, December 29. 

 



 

 
Over the counter medicines, antibiotics (and 
creams), pain killers, wound dressings – first aid 
kits, multivitamins, Vaseline etc. 
Bibles 
Feeding bowls (3 for $1) 
T-shirts 
Secondhand computers 
Boots and rain gear 
 

New and slightly used clothing – (no children’s 
Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Carpentry tools – sharpening stone/oil stone, 
grooving machine, jackplane (#4,5,6), saws 
(reaping, crosscut, tenor, band, key hold) 
spoke shave, hammers, bench clamp, bar clamp, 
angle and/or trance square, Gauge, brace and 
bit, chisel 
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Please join us for Coffee Chat at 9:30 am every Sunday. 
 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76201579281?pwd=cnZQdFV1N2hJMHRtbGlmaWtYb1hIZz
09&from=addon 
 
Meeting ID: 762 0157 9281 
Passcode: 5jfZi2 
 

Please join Joyce Brooks Monday, November 23 & 30 at 6:30pm. 

 Zoom Centering Prayer Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/99115220063 

 

Please join “Songs of Praise” Tuesday, November 24th at 7 pm with 
David Hutchings 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 

The above Zoom links are ALWAYS THE SAME for the duration of the meetings and 
are posted on the website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 

 

 

 

REMINDER:   The link to the worship service every Sunday is found on the 
website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org   There are two different buttons on 
the home page that will lead you there.  Once on the page, look for the current date, 
which should be the first one. 
 
Also, put the new church email address in your contacts, otherwise emails from the 
church may go to your junk folder.  Please use this new address for communication with 
the church office. The Selwyn and Grace email addresses will go away 
soon.  wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 
 
   

https://zoom.us/j/99115220063
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373
http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/
mailto:wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org

