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WCF Weekly News                                          Friday, November 13, 2020 

 

 

 

Greetings to the Woodlawn 

Community Fellowship 

Congregation. 

As you know we have started our 2021 
Ministry Plan. 
This week, Sally Swanson will share her 
thoughts about the difficult decision to shut 
down the Preschool at Selwyn early due to 

the pandemic as well as deciding to not conduct their summer camp.  This was a 
difficult and emotional decision for the Preschool Board.  However, the books, supplies, 
and furnishings were able to help many parents and other preschools in this difficult 
period.  In addition, books and supplies were utilized at St Mark UMC Child 
Development Center, Montclaire Elementary and Sedgefield Elementary.  In effect, lots 
of items were “scattered” across Charlotte. 
  
Thoughts about the Preschool closing from Sally Swanson, Director 2013-2020 
 
I’d like to express my thanks to the Selwyn UMC Preschool Board and members of 
Woodlawn Community Fellowship for all the love and caring I have felt over the last 
several months as the Preschool’s closing has been finalized.  You have offered 
compassion in the face of the difficult decision to close the school. You have quickly 
answered emails and phone calls as I’ve had questions. You have worked countless 
hours to help organize and sell school and church furnishings. 
In January and February, as the reality of the school’s closing set in, I began to envision 
ways that the school assets could help others.  Among the thoughts:   furnish the Grace 
campus as needed, donate art supplies to Freedom School Partners, give books to 
elementary schools, etc.  All this was put on hold in mid-March due to the 
pandemic.  When we realized the school would not be reopening at all, it became clear 
that assets needed to be sold to cover prepaid tuition refunds and pay final expenses, 
such as the copier lease. 
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Before sales began, we made sure to pull items out that could be used at the Grace 
campus for four areas:  children’s worship, elementary Sunday School, toddler Sunday 
School, and church nursery.  Sales then proceeded in several stages:  to church 
members and preschool families, other preschool directors, then opened to the public.  
Sales were strong enough to give staff a love offering and pay all debts, plus have many 
items left over.  The staff truly appreciated the love offering they received as a 
supplement to unemployment benefits.  In addition, each teacher was able to take $50 
worth of furnishings.  Ms. Robin and Ms. Jennifer selected many curriculum items that 
they are using in their new positions.  Ms. Jackie was expecting a new baby and Ms. 
Angela had a new grandbaby on the way, so they both chose rocking chairs and other 
items to help with the new arrivals.  
The remaining inventory was added to the church items being sold to generate income 
for the church.  In addition, when the school’s bank account was closed, over $900 was 
given to the church’s general fund.  And to make things better, we were able to achieve 
my dream of benefiting others outside our church family!  We began donating items to 
elementary schools and non-profits oriented towards children.  Books went to 
elementary schools, so they could be given to children to keep at home.  A charity that 
serves domestic abuse cases, for example, picked items like baby dolls and trucks for 
children who often left their homes so suddenly, they had no belongings.  At least 3 
charities that I know of were able to get items from the school. 
Our Preschool parents were very appreciative that they could purchase an item from 
their child’s classroom that brings them good memories of their teacher and our 
school.  Each child was also given a book at our drive-through closing. 
Community families that decided to home-school their children were thankful that our 
items let them achieve this dream in a very cost-effective way. 
  
To develop the 2021 Ministry Plan, we need your prayers and support.  Please consider 
how you can give your time and spiritual gifts as well as your financial gift.  The real 
work of the church is in the former:  sharing your time and spiritual gifts in 1-on-1 
interactions in our community and by working with others through a ministry.  Your 
“hands and feet” will be needed for ministries which the Holy Spirit is nudging us to 
do.  On the 2021 Ministry Plan, we ask you to consider how you will give: a)  your 
spiritual gifts (examples include teaching, listening to others, serving in decision-making, 
serving in Dinner Church ministry, etc.), b)  your time (examples include calling on 
others, praying, serving in Labor of Love ministry, etc.), c) financial gifts (examples 
include:  weekly, monthly, annual giving, one-time celebration giving, etc.). 
  
Attached is a sheet that we would like each member or family to prayerfully consider 
and fill out.  Three ways to return: 1) by mail to the church office at 737 E Woodlawn Rd, 
Charlotte, NC 28209, or 2) drop in the church mailbox at the same address, or 3) fill-out, 
scan, and return to the email address wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org  
  
  
Heath Love 
704-641-0237 

mailto:wcf@woodlawncommunityfellowship.org
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Weather permitting, we will gather on Sunday, November 15 at 11:00 

for outdoor worship.  

Here are some things you need to know.  We are all tired of this pandemic and of the 

changes it has caused in our lives, but it has not gone away.  There are precautions that 

must be taken to keep ourselves, our friends, and our loved ones safe.   

Here is the plan. 

1. Outdoor worship will be limited to no more than 50 people.   Please do not 
come if you are not feeling well, if you are coughing, have a fever, or have 
noticed a change in your ability to smell or taste. 

2. Bring your own lawn chair.    
3. Bring a blanket if you need one! 
4. Wear your mask. 
5. Maintain a distance of at least six feet from people around you.  Family groups 

may place their chairs together, but others will need to stay apart. 
6. Restrooms will NOT be open.  Please take this into account as you enjoy 

your morning coffee! 
7. Hand sanitizer and extra masks will be available.  A list of all attendees will be 

kept.  There will be no bulletins or congregational singing. 
8. Please plan your arrival time for close to 11:00.  There will be no coffee or 

social time. Take your seat and prepare your heart for worship.  
9. When the service is over, please leave the church grounds in an orderly 

fashion, keeping to the six-foot distance from your neighbors. 

While this is a step forward for us, we want to move cautiously.  We want everyone to 
stay safe.  Please consider carefully whether you are comfortable returning to in-person 
worship at this time.  If you are a senior or have health problems, do not hesitate to stay 
home and enjoy the service on YouTube. 
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In closing Selwyn church, we found that there were ways we could reach out to the 
community and offer our help.  In cleaning out the classrooms, we found supplies that 
could go to schools for students to use. 
 

1. Paper, pencils, books, stapler, tape, rulers, drawing paper, dictionaries, scissors, 
tote bags, back packs, books, and many other items were donated to Montclaire 
Elementary, Sedgefield Elementary, and St. Mark’s UMC Child Development 
Center. 

2. Hand sanitizer, wipes, shampoos, and lotion went to the Urban Ministry. 
3. Coats were given to the homeless. 

  
I connected with my twin sister’s church in Winston-Salem and we found Dragon Fly 
House Children’s Advocacy Center that needs many things. The Dragon Fly House 
Children’s Advocacy Center is in Mocksville NC.  Children are from abusive homes, 
drug homes, domestic violence homes, and brought to the center for special care. The 
services are provided for children from birth to 17.  The Center is equipped with a full 
staff of interviewers, a medical team, counselors, and case workers.  
 
Toys, books, hats, scarfs, gloves, and socks were donated.  The toys and books came 
from the Selwyn Campus.  Many thanks to Betty Lentz for her contribution of the hats 
and scarfs for these children.  Betty donated 100 hats and scarfs that she knitted to 
donate to children in need.  
 
Finally, we have furniture in reserve for Tonya and Bridgett (Dinner Church friends) that 
our church has been supporting.  They will soon be placed in an apartment.  If you have 
household items that you no longer have need of, please call the church office to 
donate. 
  
In closing let us all remember there are so many needs in the community. Please take 
your coats to one of the Salvation Army centers for the homeless and donate canned 
goods, toys, socks, and other items where you see a place to donate. 
 
God Bless, 
Jackie 
 
  
“Learn to do right!  Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.  Defend the cause of 
the fatherless, plead the case for the widow.”   Isaiah 1: 17 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

      Keep the following members and friends in your daily prayers. 

Tom Harris has COVID and is in the hospital.  Ros Harris also 

has COVID.  Her symptoms have lessened. 

Andy Cooley – in the hospital with COVID and pneumonia 

Mitch Clark – Hospice Care 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship and WCF Vietnamese Congregation 

Victims of Hurricane Eta 

Our divided country 

 

WCF extends deepest sympathy to Don Petty and children, Jackson, Cole, and 

Ivy in the loss of their wife/mother, Deb, on November 11.  Please keep the family in 

your prayers. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have 
works?  Can the faith save him?  If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and 
filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 
So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.   James:2: 14-17 
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     Please have books in hand by Thanksgiving.  You can purchase your book at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble ($9.99) or ChristianBook.com ($7.99).  We will begin reading 
on Sunday, November 29 which is the first Sunday in Advent.  We will meet via Zoom 
starting on Tuesday, December 8 at 7pm and will talk about the prior week's readings. 
Our last meeting will be Tuesday, December 29. 

 



 

 
Over the counter medicines, antibiotics (and 
creams), pain killers, wound dressings – first aid 
kits, multivitamins, Vaseline etc. 
Bibles 
Feeding bowls (3 for $1) 
T-shirts 
Secondhand computers 
Boots and rain gear 
 

New and slightly used clothing – (no children’s 
Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Carpentry tools – sharpening stone/oil stone, 
grooving machine, jackplane (#4,5,6), saws 
(reaping, crosscut, tenor, band, key hold) 
spoke shave, hammers, bench clamp, bar clamp, 
angle and/or trance square, Gauge, brace and 
bit, chisel 
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On November 11 Brian Pace, coworkers and friends joined together to volunteer a 
truck, time and muscle in order to help Woodlawn Community Fellowship move items 
from the Selwyn Campus to the WCF campus. In a matter of hours, the majority of 
heavy, bulky items were in place at WCF. The volunteers included several former 
Mouzon UMC members and a former Grace UMC member. Thanks for the help! 
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Please join us for Coffee Chat at 9:30 am every Sunday. 
 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76201579281?pwd=cnZQdFV1N2hJMHRtbGlmaWtYb1hIZz
09&from=addon 
 
Meeting ID: 762 0157 9281 
Passcode: 5jfZi2 
 

Please join Joyce Brooks every Monday at 6:30pm. 

 Zoom Centering Prayer Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/99115220063 

 

Please join the Book Study with Pastor Brooks 

*Last meeting for this Book Study is Monday, November 16. 

Time: Monday Night at 7:00pm 

Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87240980981 

 

Please join “Songs of Praise” Tuesday, November 24th at 7 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 

The above Zoom links are ALWAYS THE SAME for the duration of the meetings and 
are posted on the website.  www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org 

 

It’s not what we leave behind that is important; it’s what we send ahead. 
Invest in the Eternal.      Ken Boa 

 

https://zoom.us/j/99115220063
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87240980981
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373
http://www.woodlawncommunityfellowship.org/

