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Greetings to the Woodlawn 

Community Fellowship 

Congregation. 

We are beginning our 2021 Ministry 

Plan, and if you are like me, I am 

enjoying looking past 2020.  It has 

been a challenging year in many 

ways.  

From a church perspective, we have 

not been able to gather together for 

worship, study, music practice, and 

fellowship in 2020 as we would have liked, but let me share something that I have been 

reminded of: 

Even during “normal” times, the church is gathered only 5-10% of the time.  So that means that 

even in “normal” years, a church lives most of the year “scattered”, not “gathered”.  The 

bottom-line and our theme for our 2021 Stewardship Campaign is “We are still the church, even 

when we are scattered.” 

In the next few weeks, we will read and/ or hear examples from this year where the Holy Spirit 

guided our church to show God’s love when we were “the church scattered”.  This week, 

Patricia Love shares her thoughts on the formation and beginnings of a new ministry group 

within Woodlawn Community Fellowship, Labor of Love.  Please contact Patricia Love if you are 

interested in participating in this opportunity. 

 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 is about Paul's [and God's?] thanksgiving for the faithfulness of the 

church at Thessaloniki.  It reads: 

2 We always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our prayers.  3 We 

remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 



As we develop our new body of Christ called WCF, we are just like the first churches, like 

Thessaloniki.  We are getting to know each other better. We are building relationships with each 

other.  We are collectively and individually considering what the Holy Spirit needs us, the church, 

to do and where we need to do it. We are learning how to show Jesus's love to those who do not 

know us and how to be "the church scattered" in our community.  During Sunday morning 

Coffee Chats* [formerly known as Sunday School for adults], about 6-12 folks have regularly 

gathered to chat, get to know each other better and discuss where God may be calling WCF.   

During these Coffee Chat times, we think we may have found a "God-may-be-nudging-

us" ministry related to verse 3 above.... see the reference to labor of love.   

The Labor of Love  ministry has 2 visions: an early one and a future one. 

The starting-small vision of this ministry is: 

• to have 4-8 servants of 3 generations within WCF or outside WCF, 

• showing those within WCF that we love them, and God loves them, 

• by completing outside chores/labor which they need done and no one else can do it for 

them. 

The "grow it bigger with God's help" vision is: 

• more than 8 servants across multiple generations who go beyond WCF members, 

• sharing love beyond WCF members', and, 

• following the nudges of God if He needs us to do more than outside chores. 

• Leveraging this ministry as a channel to connect with Millennials, etc. who want to serve 

locally. 

If you want to be a part of scattering our love around our community, let Patricia Love 

[gt_gold@msn.com] know. 

To develop the 2021 Ministry Plan, we need your prayers and support.  Please consider how 

you can give your time and spiritual gifts as well as your financial gift.  The real work of the 

church is in the former:  sharing your time and spiritual gifts in 1-on-1 interactions in our 

community and by working with others through a ministry.  Your “hands and feet” will be 

needed for ministries which the Holy Spirit is nudging us to do.  On the 2021 Ministry Plan, we 

ask you to consider how you will give: a)  your spiritual gifts (examples include teaching, 

listening to others, serving in decision-making, serving in Dinner Church ministry, etc.), b)  your 

time (examples include calling on others, praying, serving in Labor of Love ministry, etc.), c) 

mailto:gt_gold@msn.com


financial gifts (examples include:  weekly, monthly, annual giving, one-time celebration giving, 

etc.).  

Next week, you’ll receive a “Sign me up!  2021 Ministry Planner” letter.  Please be in prayer 

now about how you will be sharing your time & gifts with WCF and our community in 2021. 

Thank you,               

Heath Love       704-641-0237  

 

 

Weather permitting, we will gather on Sunday, November 8 at 11:00 for outdoor worship.  

Here are some things you need to know.  We are all tired of this pandemic and of the changes it 

has caused in our lives, but it has not gone away.  There are precautions that must be taken to 

keep ourselves, our friends, and our loved ones safe.   

          Here is the plan. 

1. Outdoor worship will be limited to no more than 50 people.   Please do not come if you 

are not feeling well, if you are coughing, have a fever, or have noticed a change in your 

ability to smell or taste. 

2. Bring your own lawn chair.    

3. Bring a blanket if you need one! 

4. Wear your mask. 

5. Maintain a distance of at least six feet from people around you.  Family groups may 

place their chairs together, but others will need to stay apart. 

6. Restrooms will NOT be open.  Please take this into account as you enjoy your 

morning coffee! 

7. Hand sanitizer and extra masks will be available.  A list of all attendees will be 

kept.  There will be no bulletins or congregational singing. 

8. Please plan your arrival time for close to 11:00.  There will be no coffee or social time. 

Take your seat and prepare your heart for worship.  

9. When the service is over, please leave the church grounds in an orderly fashion, 

keeping to the six-foot distance from your neighbors. 

While this is a step forward for us, we want to move cautiously.  We want everyone to stay 

safe.  Please consider carefully whether you are comfortable returning to in-person worship at 

this time.  If you are a senior or have health problems, do not hesitate to stay home and enjoy the 

service on YouTube. 

 

Ann Davis and Sally Rose 

 

 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Keep the following members and friends in your daily prayers. 

Tom and Ros Harris – diagnosed with COVID-19, both resting at 

home 

Mitch Clark – Hospice care 

Woodlawn Community Fellowship 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
     Please have books in hand by Thanksgiving.  You can purchase your book at 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble ($9.99) or ChristianBook.com ($7.99).  We will begin reading 
on Sunday, November 29 which is the first Sunday in Advent.  We will meet via Zoom 
starting on Tuesday, December 8 at 7pm and will talk about the prior week's readings. 
Our last meeting will be Tuesday, December 29. 

 



 
 
Please join us for Coffee Chat at 9:30 am every Sunday. 
 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76201579281?pwd=cnZQdFV1N2hJMHRtbGlmaWtYb1hIZz
09&from=addon 
 
Meeting ID: 762 0157 9281 
Passcode: 5jfZi2 
 

Please join Joyce Brooks every Monday at 6:30pm. 

 Zoom Centering Prayer Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/99115220063 

https://zoom.us/j/99115220063


Please join the Book Study with Pastor Brooks 

Time: Monday Nights at 7:00 

Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87240980981 

 

Please join “Singing Praises” this Tuesday, November 10th at 7 pm 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89805530373 

The above Zoom links are ALWAYS THE SAME for the duration of the meetings. 

 

 

 

 

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

and his ears are open to their prayer. 

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

—1 Peter 3:12 (NRSV) 

 

“Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you’ve done for us. We thank 
you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the wonder of life, and for the 

mystery of love.” [Book of Common Prayer] 

 

“Take care of the rising generations.” 
John Wesley 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87240980981
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